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Dear Parents, 
 
Free School Meal vouchers after Half Term: Edenred (the food voucher suppliers) have informed 
us that they will not allow schools to place our next order until Monday 22 -Tuesday 23rd February 
- this would be for vouchers to cover from after Half Term.  When we are allowed onto their system 
we will order vouchers to cover Monday 22nd February - Friday 5th March.  We appreciate this isn’t 
very helpful, as previously we have ordered the vouchers in advance, but on this occasion the 
vouchers you receive will be a couple of days in arrears.  We are hoping that with this amount of 
notice you can plan ahead, but please let us know if you have any problems with food provision 
over the couple of days that are affected by this. 
 
Free School Meals:  For some of you, your circumstances may have changed (see checklist on 
poster) and your child may be eligible for free school meals (FSM).  Another bonus is that for 
every child that is entitled to FSM, the school receives extra funding to enhance provision and 
improve progress and outcomes for children. So please apply even if you do not wish to take up 
your free school meal on a day-to-day basis. 
Your child might be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

 Income Support 
 income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
 income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
 support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax 

Credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190) 
 Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit 
 Universal Credit -  your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and 

not including any benefits you get) 
You can apply to see if your child is eligible for free school meals, by using the confidential online portal 
available on the Gloucestershire County Council Website, www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals.  
You are able to access this portal from a Smartphone or tablet. If you have any problems applying online, 
please speak to the School Office who will be able to help you. 
 
Infant free school meals can confuse this issue because Your child will be able to get free 
school meals if they’re in reception class, year 1 or year 2.  However, we still ask that you apply 
for this via the normal free school meals applications so as to prevent our school missing out on 
additional funding.  See posters sent with the newsletter for more details and how to apply. 
 

COVID-19 Update:  In the lead up to half term, for those children and staff 
who have been in school, we are asking that if anyone within 48 hours of 
last being in school develops symptoms, or tests positive for covid, 
they should let school know.  This is so we can inform people as soon 
as possible if they need to isolate to help prevent further spread of the virus.  
Please inform school by telephoning (and leaving an answerphone 
message) or texting our school mobile on 07873 334630 (this will be checked 
daily).  If a pupil, or staff member tests positive, or develops symptoms more than 
48 hour since being in school, there is no need to notify school, but should then 
follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace 

 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
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Mental Well-being Day:  Tomorrow we are planning to have a day ‘off timetable’ 
with a focus on mental well-being.  I’m sure we’ll all agree everyone deserves a 
break.  Check in on the children’s class Google page for details of the various 
activities going on – and enjoy! 

 
Before and After School Club –  A reminder that our Before and After school club is open as 
usual. Please use the links to booking forms below (also on the school website).  Any queries can 
be sent via: 

 Email: beforeandafterschool@holytrinity.gloucs.sch.uk 

 Telephone/Text:  07548 592989 (Note – this phone is only monitored during the hours the 
club is operating) 

 
Booking Forms 

Week beginning Link to booking form 

Monday 22nd February https://forms.gle/7M4ouGfy8vXQ8Mc67  

Monday 1st March https://forms.gle/GBhK5bRXziYdWrQf8  

Monday 8th March https://forms.gle/3U5CDaBFWYPgYRux5  

Monday 15th March https://forms.gle/e17YdNsth5LoXXjP9  

Monday 22nd March https://forms.gle/ddZZdbnvFHVMvU2PA  

Monday 29th March https://forms.gle/w45qzQ7JnJJfUvom6  

 
 

Remote learning – Thank you to all of you who responded to our survey.  Just over half (52%) of 
home-schooling parents contributed, and provided us with some very positive and useful feedback.  
We have already started to respond to your comments, and the table below summarises the key 
themes emerging from the survey. 
 

Positive themes Negative themes 

 72% of parents felt we have pitched the 
amount of learning tasks right 

 81% of parents have found the video 
lesson useful to support their children’s 
learning 

 90% of parents have found the live 
‘check-in’ sessions useful 

 Positive feedback on content of English 
& Mathematics resources 

 It is easy to communicate issues with the 
teachers 

 We’ve got the balance between work on 
screens and work in books about right 

 

 Sometimes there is too much/too little 
work 

 Routines are sometimes difficult to 
establish, and maintain 

 Some of the feedback is not as regular 
as you’d like 

 You would like more ‘live’ teaching 
sessions (rather than live check-in, or 
‘story telling’ sessions) 

 
While we are aiming to improve our provision, I am cautious to not raise expectations too much.  
For example, while we totally appreciate that more ‘live’ lessons would be appreciated, we are 
concerned about disadvantaging children who couldn’t access these sessions at the time of delivery 
(for example where parents choose to support their child’s learning in the afternoon).  Also, all our 
teachers (as you’ve recognised) are already managing double their normal workload, so any 
changes cannot impact on this further – I hope you understand. 
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Parents Evening Appointments (Online):  Our Spring Term Parents Evenings will take place on Monday 
22nd and Thursday 25th March.  We don’t know for certain what the local or national lockdown restrictions will 
be by then, so to avoid double-planning we will arrange these with the same format as the ‘virtual’ meetings 
we held in the Autumn term.  Details about how to book and access the meetings will be sent to you after 
half term. 
 
Critical Worker & Vulnerable children groups – Thank you to those of you who have adjusted your 

arrangements to be able to accommodate your children at home a few more days – this 
has really helped ease some of the pressure.  We still have 42% of children in school, and 
particularly high demand in Years 1 & 3.  Again thank you to those of you who have 
managed to reduce the number of days in school.  We have now replied to all the parents 
in those year groups to let them know what days we can invite the children into school, but 
please keep us informed if your circumstances change.  However, with these high numbers 
we may still have to ask some parents to drop a few more days, but if we can share this 

on a rota system it will reduce the impact from the children not being in school.  We hope this helps, and 
again thank you for working together so cooperatively with us on this. 
 
School Dinners:  Parents of children who receive free school meals will already have had communicated 
arrangements for the provision of vouchers for the remainder of term, over half term and beyond.  However, 
if there are any families who believe they are eligible, but who haven’t already registered, can apply for the 
support here. If you cannot access information online or have any questions relating to the scheme, call 
01452 426165 (during office hours, 9am-5pm) or alternatively e-mail childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk.  
There is also wider government support in place to support families and children outside of term-time through 
the Covid Winter Grant Scheme.  
 
Other News: 

 PTFA News –  The PTFA are planning to create a ‘Book of Cheer’.  This will include lots of uplifting 
contributions from the children and be available to purchase once collated and produced (see last 
PTFA newsletter/facebook page for further details).  If your child would like to contribute, please could 
they submit their work by the Tuesday after half-term (note this is a change from the previous ‘end 
of January’ deadline). 

 

 Big Pedal – Registration for the Big Pedal 2021 is now open!  
You are invited to take part in the Big Pedal 2021- the UK’s 
largest inter-school cycling, walking, wheeling and scooting 
competition.  As well as active journeys to school, 30 minutes 
of physical activity at home and exercise taken from home with 
a family member will count as one journey in the challenge this 
year.  The event will run from 19 to 30 April 2021 with a 
programme of free daily lesson plans and physical activities 
which are suitable for remote learning.  With almost a third of children in England engaging in less 
than 30 minutes of daily physical activity in the 2019 – 2020 academic year, Sustrans Big Pedal 
challenge is an easy way for families and teaching staff to stay active whether schools are open or 
not.  Find out more and register www.bigpedal.org.uk 

 
Forthcoming Dates 

 
Remember – all these dates are on our School Website and are updated regularly! 
 

 Friday 12th February End of Spring Term 1  

 Monday 22nd February Start of Spring Term 2  
 

Yours sincerely  
 

   
Duncan de Gruchy – Headteacher 
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