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Dear Parents, 
 
COVID-19 Update: 
 

 Lateral flow testing – You may or may not be aware, that as of this 
week Primary School staff are being asked to take part in twice 
weekly Lateral Flow Covid-19 Testing.  This is designed to identify as 
many asymptomatic carriers (ie people who are carrying Covid-19, 
but not showing symptoms) to help break the transmission of the 
disease.  Staff that do not opt in will still be allowed to come to work.  
Staff that agree to take the test will do so twice a week (on Sundays 
and Wednesdays).  If their results are positive, they will immediately 
inform school and we can put into place our isolation measures to 
prevent further spread.  You will be notified of this as soon as possible 
in the usual way (ie by text or email). 
 

 Remote learning – Firstly, a HUGE “Thank you!” to all our parents for doing such a great 
job.  We really appreciate how difficult it can be to home-school several children, all in 
different year groups, as well as parent and continue working at the same time.  I have 
spoken to several of you, all in such very different circumstances, and my message to you 
all would be: 

a) be kind to yourself, don’t beat yourself up if you feel you can’t keep on top of all the 
learning, and 

b) keep in touch.  Telephone the school office, email teachers or myself if you need 
anything to help.  Remember, we’re all in this together, and doing our best to keep the 
learning going in very challenging circumstances. 

 
To help us improve our remote learning provision, please could you take 3 minutes to 
complete our survey.  We want to get this right for as many of you as possible, so your 
feedback and suggestions would be extremely valuable.  You can find the survey via this link 
- https://forms.gle/4LaiBTY7J7px5ZZL7.  Please complete as soon as you can.  The sooner 
we have your feedback, the quicker we can respond with any changes! 

 

 Critical Worker & Vulnerable children groups – I mentioned last week how many children 
were attending school.  This is now up to 44% (equivalent of 86 children) 
across the classes.  This raises a difficult issue.  On the one hand it is great 
to be able to support so many children, on the other it increases the numbers 
beyond our limit of 15 per class for some year groups.  We are also aware 
of a number of families who are increasingly vulnerable due to personal 
circumstances, access to the internet, having children with additional needs, 

not having an appropriate space to learn etc – and we would like to be able to offer them a 
place too.  In short, if you are currently sending your child into school, but there are 
days when your work patterns allow you to keep the children at home, can I please 
urge you to consider doing this.  Any extra capacity we have will allow us to invite those 
children to attend school on some days so they too don’t fall further behind their peers.  
Please contact the school office if you intend to change your patterns so we know who to 
expect in school each day.  Thank you for your cooperation with this. 

 

https://forms.gle/4LaiBTY7J7px5ZZL7
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School Dinners:  Parents of children who receive free school meals will already have had 
communicated arrangements for the provision of vouchers for the remainder of term, over half term 
and beyond.  However, if there are any families who believe they are eligible, but who haven’t 
already registered, can apply for the support here. If you cannot access information online or have 
any questions relating to the scheme, call 01452 426165 (during office hours, 9am-5pm) or 
alternatively e-mail childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk.  There is also wider government support 
in place to support families and children outside of term-time through the Covid Winter Grant 
Scheme.  
 

Online Safety:  With the recent increase of online use – and rightly so, 
I just wanted to bring a couple of issues to your attention.  As most 
classes are now having ‘live’ sessions on Google Meet (either as the 
morning check-in register or weekly story telling sessions) we have 
noticed a few children remaining on these unsupervised.  We have had 
one incident of inappropriate behaviour – but the potential is always 
there for more!  The class teacher will be on these sessions between 

9.00-9.30am, after that, please try to regularly monitor your child’s activity online. 
To help with this, I will include again our expectations for online learning with this newsletter, as well 
as a letter from the Schoolsbeat Police Officers with some recent advice and awareness about the 
use of TikTok with young children – I hope you find this useful. 
 
School Development Plan – ‘Values’:  Last term, you may recall, I began to share parts of our 

School Development Plan so you were more aware of the things we are working on 
(other than covid related matters!).  To follow on from this, our ‘Personal Development 
and Welfare Priority’ priority led by Mrs Matthews, offers this report to keep you updated. 
Part of this priority is to develop how the school promotes our Values.  The Team have 
created a plan to work on those areas of school that are not necessarily within the 

academic curriculum but which add considerably to the social awareness and general knowledge 
of the children. 
For example, along with the SMSC (Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural) and the FBV (Fundamental 
British Values) curricula which are covered by all state schools in the UK, we have a wealth of 
additional mini-topics planned across the academic year.  A small example of these are the focus 
on our six school values – one each half term, as well as our ‘Values Week’ held annually in the 
Summer Term and regular visitors and visits from and to local places of worship. 
Future plans are celebration of Black History Month in October annually, a greater focus on the 
importance of Remembrance Day and a Global Learning strand.  The latter is intended to 
encourage knowledge and understanding of global issues. 
 
Residents at the park – I need to let you know that I have had a few 
communications from local residents to inform me that quite a few of our school 
children (and other family members) are gathering in the local ABC park after 
school.  They are concerned that while everyone is trying their best to stick to 
the local lockdown rules, these gatherings could potentially lead to some 
spread of the virus which is understandably increasing their anxiety.  On their 
behalf, please can I ask you to respect the local public spaces with the current 
restrictions in mind. 
 
Personal Details: Don’t forget, whist we are in the current lockdown and sending all communication 
to parents by e-mail and text message, If you have any changes in your personal details (eg mobile 
numbers, e-mail address, emergency contacts, medical information for your child or address etc), 
you let the office know as soon as possible so we can keep the records on our system as up-to-
date and accurate as possible. Thank you. 
 
 
 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-transport-and-free-school-meals/holiday-free-school-meals/
mailto:childrensfund@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools#support-for-families
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools#support-for-families
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Other News: 

 PTFA News – Included with this newsletter is the January Newsletter from the PTFA.  Please 
take a look to see how you can get involved and support raising funds for school.  The next 
event will be to try and create a ‘Book of Cheer’ – see newsletter for details. 
 

 Cheltenham Junior Hockey Club – The club is launching England Hockey's “Hockey 
Heroes” programme in April. Hockey Heroes is a fun and welcoming programme aimed at 
beginners aged 5-8 that aims to develop both their physical and character 'superpowers', 
unlocking the hero inside them! There's lots more information online. The Programme is 8 
weeks long and will start on Saturday 24th April at Cheltenham Ladies’ College. See flyer 
attached. 
 

 Financial Help - If you or your family are experiencing financial 
difficulties during the pandemic, Gloucestershire Credit Union is 
here to help you get through to better times. We can provide 
short term loans at affordable rates so that you will have no need to go to expensive payday 
lenders.  Check out our website at www.gloucestershirecreditunion.org.uk and apply online 
for a loan. 
 

 Big Garden Birdwatch – as many of you are at home, and may need an excuse to get 
outside and engage with nature, why not consider getting involved in the 
RSPB’s ‘Big Garden Birdwatch’.  This is an annual event that helps the RSPB 
monitor trends in bird populations in the UK, and this year is taking place 
between 29-31st January.  Go to https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-
involved/activities/birdwatch/ for more details. 

 
 New Year challenges – Final effort! Don’t forget to follow, or better still join in, 

Alex Pardoe’s running challenge – 100km in the month of January.  Any funds 
raised he is generously donating to PTFA to support work in school.  This 
weekend he’s planning Cleeve Common to Hailes Abbey and back 
(21km/13miles) https://www.plotaroute.com/route/1358370?units=km.  If you 
have a challenge you want to share, or get others involved in, let us know and we can share 
it here! 

 
 

Forthcoming Dates 
 

Remember – all these dates are on our School Website and are updated regularly! 
 

 Watch this space Well-being day! For all (in school & at 
 home!) 

 Friday 12th February End of Spring Term 1  

 Monday 22nd February Start of Spring Term 2  
 

Yours sincerely  
 

   
Duncan de Gruchy – Headteacher 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
https://www.plotaroute.com/route/1358370?units=km

