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First Half Term of Year One

o Settling into the classroom

o Routines and expectations 

o Developing children’s independence

o Child initiated play as well as experiencing activities 
linked to their learning (this is called ‘Continuous 
Provision’)

o Supporting children in the transition to Year 1

o Adapt to Year One at a pace that they can cope with 



How can you help your support 
your child?
o Help them develop their independence

o Name EVERYTHING!

o Jumpers, coats – zip, hats and gloves

o A sensible bedtime

o Limit screen time at bedtime

o Read to them and talk about what you have read

o Ensure they eat healthily – healthy snacks/lunchbox

o Clear water bottles with water only (no juice)



A typical day in Year One…



Thursday’s Timetable… 
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Year One’s Curriculum
◦We follow the National Curriculum (different to EYFS 

Foundation Stage)

◦ Children’s learning is through a  ‘Creative Curriculum’ where 

we plan a theme or topic for each term or half term

◦Year One and Year Two cover the same topics allowing us to 

share experiences such as visitors, trips and resources

◦ Please see our Class Page on the School website for the 

Parental Overview

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/holy-trinity-cofe-primary-school/UploadedDocument/939155b9f6db4de7816aade75e33a55b/parental-overview-for-walk-in-the-woods-2020.pdf


A Creative Curriculum
◦ A ‘Creative Curriculum’ also gives children the opportunities to 

have some ownership of their learning

◦ Every topic has a ‘lift off’ so children can share their thoughts and 
ideas of what they know already and what they might what to 
learn about. We also finish the topic with a ‘landing day’ which is a 
‘celebration’ of what we achieved throughout the topic

◦ Where appropriate, we may have cross curricular links. For 
example in English, we link stories to our topic ‘A Walk in the 
Woods’, listening to traditional tales.



Topics this year…
o Autumn Term 1 A Walk in the Woods (Traditional Tales)

o Autumn Term 2 Namaste (India)

o Spring Term 1 & 2 To Infinity and Beyond! (Space)

o Summer Term 1 & 2 Across the Drawbridge (Castles)



English
English is taught through our topics

Genres include:

◦ Narrative - traditional tales, stories with familiar settings, stories 
about fantasy worlds, stories from other cultures

◦ Poetry - using our senses, poems on a theme, rhyme and pattern 
poems

◦ Non Fiction – lists, labels and captions, instructions, information 
texts and recounts

Use of phonics, reading comprehension, grammar, sentence level 
and word level feature in these areas



English – Phonics/Spellings

◦ Sounds and Letters continue into Y1

◦ 30 minutes daily 

◦ Spellings based on the Year 1 spelling words and 

phonemes learnt in Sounds and Letters

◦ Try to practise spellings daily – a sheet will be sent home 

each week on a Monday, the children will have a spelling 

test on the Friday (starting after October Half Term)

◦ Phonics Screening Check in June



Phonics Screening Check

◦ The phonics screening check is a short assessment to confirm 

whether individual children have learnt phonic decoding to an 

appropriate standard

◦ It will identify the children who need extra help so they are given 

support by their school to improve their reading skills

◦ Practise checks carried out in the Autumn Term and Spring Term

◦ Children retested at the end of Year 2





Maths
Maths learning covers the following areas:

- number and place value

- addition and subtraction 

- multiplication and division

- fractions

- measurement

- geometry (position, direction and shape)

In Year One, Maths learning is done through a whole class activity, group work, partner 
work and independent learning and varies each day. 

We use lots of practical resources such as counters, Numicon, tens frames and cubes.

Lessons will move from using concrete apparatus, then to pictoral representations and 
finally onto abstract problems



Year One 
General Information 

◦Reading – children participate in whole 
class guided reading and once a week 
individually reading the book they take 
home

◦Homework – This will consist of 
reading and spellings

◦Assessment - Use terms ‘Emerging’, 
‘Expecting’, ‘Exceeding’ in age related 
expectations of a Year1 child



Nearly there…
◦ P.E.  – Thursday mornings.  Children come into school dressed in their 

P.E. clothes

◦ Forest School – The whole class will go out to Forest School every
Thursday afternoon (starting after October Half Term)

◦ Behaviour – Ready, Respectful, Safe

◦ House points

◦ Tapestry

◦ Growth Mindset

◦ Trips

◦ TAs/support 

◦ Adult helpers

◦ PTFA 



Attendance
◦ Attendance

• Please bring your child to school on time (Year 1 drop off is between 

8.45 and 8.55am) and collect on time (collection is at 3.00pm).  

Teachers often have meetings and appointments straight after school 

so we would really appreciate you collecting your child at 3.00pm 

promptly.

• Sickness – children can return to school 48 hours after last episode 

sickness

• Coughs and colds – see ‘Covid Symptoms at Home’ flow chart on next 

slide

• For more information, please follow the link on our School Website

https://www.holytrinity.gloucs.sch.uk/sickness-2/




Please bear in mind…
An attendance rate of 97% is generally considered good; this allows 

for children to miss 9.5 days across the school year

90% … = ½ a day per week… = 4 weeks per year

So over 5 years of school … =half a school year!

◦ Booking appointments within breaks, if possible.



I’m sorry that I haven’t been able to talk to you in person as we normally 

would for our ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions, however if you have any 

questions or queries please do not hesitate to contact me via email at 

ahewson@holytrinity.gloucs.sch.uk or on Tapestry.

Thank you very much for attending this afternoon’s meeting and I hope you 

found it informative and gave you an insight in how Year One works!

And finally…

mailto:ahewson@holytrinity.gloucs.sch.uk

